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and thereby the outward unity of Germany in the face of France.
The old King regarded Austria as 'Germany's Hort'1 (place of
refuge) and had no idea how much Vienna desired an alliance with
France against Prussia.

In spite of all these excitements, the health of the eighty-year-
old King was good. Now that the die was cast and war was
taking its course, the King retired to Aschaffenburg, as there was
nothing left for him or for his grandson to do but to await develop-
ments. The trusty Hiither was commanded to continue his watch
and to send in regular reports on everything that happened.
Ludwig I advised Pfistermeister to 'hold out* at his post, but he
himself was further influenced in an anti-Wagner attitude by
those surrounding the Minister. Ludwig's penchant for economy
and a well-ordered administration was well known, and so stress
was laid on the great expense of the royal friendship with Wagner.2

The campaign of the isolated Bavarians and other South
German Corps was soon at an end. Ludwig I's pleasure when his
son-in-law, Archduke Albrecht, proved himself at Custozza worthy
to be the descendant of the conqueror of Aspern, was short-lived.
Events in Bohemia, which culminated in the defeat of the
Austrians at Koniggratz on 3rd July, soon put an end to the
fighting in South Germany. Without any suspicion of what was
taking place, Ludwig I dined on the day of the battle with a South
German Prince whose country was also engaged in the war against
Prussia. The menu during the time of war and particularly on
the day of the battle was as abundant and elaborate as if peace
reigned supreme and no murderous and decisive battle were in
progress.3

The news of the defeat of Koniggratz burst in upon this idyll
of the South German Princes, and a veritable panic ensued. They
already envisaged an occupation of Munich. 'Secretly all State
treasure is being packed so that it can be transported to Switzer-
land in case of emergency/ Huther reported on the isth July,
1866. This faithful servant intended to do the same with the
masterpieces of the Italian School, which were the old King's

1  Poem to Austria in the first half of June, 1866,  Munich H.A.

2  Huther to King Ludwig I, Munich, 30th June, 1866. Munich H.A.

3  Dinner at Schloss K, 3rd July, 1866.   Noted by Ludwig I.   Munich H.A.
Chicken Broth ;   Meat Pastie ;   Trout a la hollandaise ;   Roast Beef, Cucumber
Salad, Beans, and Potato Croquettes ; Supreme of Game with Truffles ; Chicken
Roll a la flamande ;   Snipe with Green Salad ;   Cabinet Pudding with Sauce;
Cherry Tart with Sauce ;  Vanilla and Punch Ices ;   Granada of Strawberries.